                           Sample Bulletin Announcements
Note: You have the option to refer - or not refer - messages to the pastor. For responses    

           and questions from parishioners, Pastor’s can contact development staff, or  

           refer  parishioners directly to the Office of Development. 
BEQUESTS

· We appreciate the thoughtfulness of parishioners who have made a bequest to <PARISH NAME>.  These charitable gifts build our parish endowment to help share our Catholic faith with future generations.  

· Please remember our Church in your Will.  Contact (PASTOR) for information on how you can name <PARISH> as a beneficiary.

· Please remember the good works of our parish in your Will.  Once family and loved ones are well cared for, consider a modest bequest to (PARISH>. Contact <PASTOR> for more information. 

· Please consider naming <PARISH> to receive memorial gifts in lieu of flowers from your estate.  For more information, please contact <PASTOR>. 

· Please remember <PARISH NAME> when writing your Will.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· When writing or updating your Will, please consider leaving a modest gift to <PARISH NAME>.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Please consider naming <PARISH NAME> as a beneficiary of your Will or estate plan.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Have you established a Will?  It is a way of saying, “I love you” to your family and friends and to prevent uncertainty about how you want your assets distributed.  You may also consider a modest gift to support <PARISH>.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Did you know that if you pass away without a Will the State of Connecticut has one for you?  The State’s distribution of your property may not reflect your intentions. Why not write your own, and consider a gift to support <PARISH>.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Did you know that less than half of all people have a Will?  Be one of those who have chosen to be good stewards, and take the time to prepare a Will or other estate plan.  We appreciate any consideration for a gift to support <PARISH>.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Have you established a Will or estate plan? A Will ensures that your intentions for taking care of loved ones and distributing property are legally fulfilled. You may also consider a modest gift to support <PARISH>.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· You can make provisions for the care of a dependent family member or friend – but only if you have a Will or Trust in place when you are called to eternal life.  You may also consider leaving a bequest to support <PARISH>.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Have you considered a bequest to our parish, school or parish endowment in your Will?  Your gift of faith will help preserve our Catholic heritage.  If you choose to leave a bequest to our endowment, your gift will help provide perpetual support for the parish.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Help <PARISH> pass on the gift of Faith, Hope and Charity and consider the gift of a bequest to <PARISH> in your Will or estate plan.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Please remember the good works of our parish in your Will.  Contact (PASTOR) for information on how you can leave a modest bequest. 

· Please consider naming <PARISH> LAST in your Will after you have well taken care of family and loved ones. Name our parish as the recipient of the residuary (the amount left).  Call (PASTOR) for information.

· Consider our Christian responsibility to ourselves, our family, and to God, to be a wise stewards God’s gifts. How will our blessings be passed on to those we love? Planning now will help ensure that those we love will live peacefully in the future. Contact <PASTOR> to learn how you may pass on God’s blessing to your family and our parish family.  

· Where there is a will there is a way to be an angel for our parish.  Please consider remembering (PARISH NAME) in your Will.  Your attorney can add a simple, inexpensive amendment or codicil to your existing Will.  Learn more by calling <PASTOR>.

· Making a Will is not expensive but not having a Will may cost your family a great deal.  Please be good stewards of our resources by using the Lord’s gifts wisely.  For information on how to include (PARISH NAME) in your Will, contact <PASTOR>.

· Think about the people, things and organizations most meaningful to you.  Write your Will soon so your intentions will be legally fulfilled according to your wishes. Call <PASTOR> to discuss the many Catholic ministries, in addition to <PARISH> that you might consider a bequest. 

· Do not put off your planning for we know neither the day nor the hour.  Good stewardship dictates that we look ahead and make provisions for our family and our Church.  Call <PASTOR> for more information. 

MEMORIAL  GIFTS

· Many Catholic families are making charitable gifts to create parish endowment funds in memory of parents and other loved ones. Contact <PASTOR> to establish a Memorial Fund in the name of your parent(s) or a loved one.
· Create a Memorial Fund in memory of your parent(s). Parishioners may wish to establish an ongoing fund which can be added to each year, or make a one time gift. Memorial gifts that help fund an endowment provide lasting benefits from one generation to the next. To find out how you can honor a parent(s) or loved one, please contact <PASTOR>. 
· In memory of deceased loved ones, in lieu of flowers, honor their memory through a gift to the parish endowment. What a beautiful way to honor a loved one by supporting the eternal work of the Church.    
ENDOWMENT  GIFTS

· By making a gift to our Endowment, you will help provide perpetual support for <PARISH NAME.> It is a beautiful demonstration of faithful stewardship and helps to pass on our Catholic faith to future generations. Contact <PASTOR> to learn more. 
· Imagine a gift that gives forever. That is what happens with a gift to our parish endowment. What you give today will strengthen our Parish family by providing perpetual financial support. 

· Make a gift that will make a difference. Your gifts of cash, stock, and insurance are needed to make our endowment grow, giving our Church a perpetual source of income. Contact <PASTOR> to learn more of how a gift today can be transformed into an eternal gift to help pass on our Catholic heritage. 
· Just as we plan to ensure financial health for our families, we must plan for the health of our faith families. Your gift to our endowment will provide financial support forever. We have a wonderful Catholic heritage. Pass it on! 

· What do bequests, life insurance gifts, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, life estate arrangements, and life time giving all have in common? They are ways we can support the <PARISH NAME> Endowment to help share our Catholic faith with future generations.  

· Will your estate be eaten up by taxes? It does not have to happen. A Planned Gift can help you avoid gifting the state when you did not intend to, and provide a charitable gift to <PARIH NAME>. Help preserve our Catholic heritage through a Planned Gift. 

· Did you know that your estate can make unlimited gifts to our <PARISH NAME> Endowment, and those gifts are deducted before estate taxes are realized? Contact <PASTOR> for more information. 

· Do you have an IRA? If your family's needs are being met you may want to consider including the parish as a beneficiary. Contact your IRA trustee and ask for change of beneficiary forms to name  <PARISH NAME> as a recipient of your faithful stewardship. 

· Put your life-long, hard earned assets to work for the Lord. A planned sacrificial gift to the Lord acknowledges that we are simply stewards of all that God has provided. We are managers of His blessings upon us. Just as we sacrificially give throughout our lives, we give our final gift at the end of our lives here on earth. By endowing our gifts, our charity does not end when we are gone. As we enter eternal life so too does our gift.
· Planned Giving not only benefits the Church -- many gifts provide tax advantages to the benefactor.  There are a number of ways to contribute to our endowment: 

􀂙 A gift through your Will (Bequests)

􀂙 A sizable gift at a small cost (Life Insurance Gifts)

􀂙 A gift that provides income and keeps pace with inflation (Charitable

   Remainder Trusts)

􀂙 A gift that pays a guaranteed income for life (Charitable Gift Annuities)
             Contact <PASTOR> to learn how you may support the (PARISH NAME> Endowment.  

CHARITABLE  GIFT  ANNUITY 

· Charitable Gift Annuities may offer more attractive rates than many CDs, provide a significant tax deduction, and are excellent ways to help pass on our Catholic heritage. To learn more about the benefits of a gift annuity please contact <PASTOR>. 
· Payments guaranteed for life! That is what you receive by making a gift in exchange for a Charitable Gift Annuity. You receive guaranteed payments for the rest of your life, no matter how long you live or what future interest rates may be. Your gift gives twice. First to you with fixed payments and a tax deduction, and then to <PARISH NAME>.when you are born to eternal life.  

GIFTS  OF  APPRECIATED  SECURITIES

· Explore the opportunity to contribute a charitable gift to (PARISH NAME> and receive significant tax advantages.  Consider the benefit of gifting appreciated stocks or mutual funds.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Please consider the significant tax advantages of a charitable gift to (PARISH NAME> using appreciated stock. For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Contributing a charitable gift of appreciated securities to <PARISH NAME> could be more advantageous for you than a gift of cash. For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Do you have stock that has appreciated in value?  You may be able to gift the stock to the parish and receive immediate tax benefits as well as current income.  For more information call <PASTOR>.

· Did you know that Capital Gains Tax can be optional? A charitable gift of appreciated assets may often reduce and even eliminate capital gains tax. Consider a charitable gift of appreciated assets to (PARISH NAME>. For more information contact (PASTOR>. 

LIFE  INSURANCE  GIFTS

· Do you have life insurance you may no longer need? Consider By naming our parish as a beneficiary. You will provide lasting financial support and may qualify for tax benefits as well. For more information contact <PASTOR>. It will not cost anything to change the beneficiary on your policy, and will do much to help strengthen the <PARISH NAME> Endowment.  

· Consider instructing your life insurance agent to include <PARISH NAME> as a primary or secondary beneficiary on your policy. It's a wonderful way to demonstrate your stewardship and strengthen our parish endowment.  

